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THE BESIRES OF THE COM- 


miſsioners of the Kingdom of Scotland, &c. .. 


N the yeare 1642. and afterwards in the year, , 1643- 
-| When the Popith, Prelaticail, and Malignant party ' 
Fs did grow ptevalenr iathis Kingdom, the honourable 
£22 - Houſes of Parliament did commuaicate ſeverall De» 
clarations and Papers to th: Kingdom of Scor{and, thereby to in- 
forme their ju }gements of the itate of the differences h-re, and to 
gain cheir aſſiſtance, and 1nvite their Forces to come into this King- 
dom, In which D-clarations,and other Papers, they afficm and de» 
Clare. © Thar the Army of the Honſes of Parliament was raiſed for Declarss 
*© tnainrenance of rhe true Religion, the Kings Perſon, Honour and —_— 
« Eſtate, privil:dges of Parliamenr, Rights and Liberries of Subs all the 
<« jets ; And for the prevention of the alteration of Religion. That _— 
& cheir Enemies defign was,ro corrupt and alter Religion throughe wg 
* out the whole [fl 1nd; And that chey begun with Scorland,knowe,  . 
* ing well, chat the ſame fate arrended both Kingdoms, thatthey ona 
&« have only inverted the manger of their procceding, conceiving it Goncrs. 
« 2n calier way to deſtroy them, if they may firſt prevaile over the ws 
* Parliament and Kingdom of Exgland, that whenſoever Religion *** 
&« is ſubyerted or changed inthe one Kingdom, it will eaſily be ac= 
*« compliſhed inthe other, Religion being the band and foundati- 
* oh of the happineſle of both; That what corruptions take rootin 
«* Exzland, will quickly ſpread their yenome and infeion to their 
& neighbour Church of Scotland, They declare the true ſtate of the 
« quarrell ro be Religion; [n reformation whereof they are ſo fore, 
& ward and zealous, as there is nothing expreſſed in Scotland's fore 
& mer or latter Declarations, which they have not ſeriouſly cnlca» 
« youred toefftec. They earneſtly intreat rhe Generall Aſſembly, 
«tofurcher and expedite the Aſſiſtance, defired by both Houſes, 
* from the Kingdom of Scorland,. upon this ground and motive z; 
| BO rn oe A xz os - THE 


(2) 
RNS , . re ore honour 
"*Thartherby they ſhall da gat __ ge h0in of a 
Y MAY re nd 0 themſelves Gy 4 F ted this [f1 :nd, bur from 
\, Fotioud | 9 69 DEE 5 a ches oppr- Neg under 
' thenee puſſbly ro be ſpread ro0 fche popith ard prelati- 
» oy ge,and tyranny ofthe popiſh at.d 
«. he Ancichriftianbond =—_ l dence and f:ithfulnes of 
call faction, They ——_—— m—_ Scotland, in propounding 
Declarar. AE General OY = r_ a more cloſeand firm union 
S-prem. thoſe things which may darko f Englawd and Scotland, in 
u643.in © of rhe rwo Churches and Nat _ —_ of the reformed 
—_ reſcrving and maintaining the cruth and p ltitious S: &s 
che Scors PIEIerving : "ſt y, bur all- Superſtitiou 
Declarer, © Religion, not only again SyY nd declare. tharche Houſes of 
2nd Tanovarions whatfocver Ref rmation of Church. Go. 
"Parliament haveeyer made the Re 5 ſt aime, though they have 
©; Yernment and 166 ITE _ erfully oppoſed in the pro» 
*bcen frequen'1y interrupted,and p = d howeyer they continue 
© ſecutionand accompliſhment of ir: take thepexce, liberty, and 
fill inthe ſtorm and —— uri - cotland, as a pledge of the 
*, Preſervation which God hath a _ _ time, hoping that God 
\ like mercy intended co them os fall Reformation in 
- el1 . 
will perfc@ their deſignsand in And rofeſſe their earneſt defires 
| all things pertaining _ wry Ars ally arts of doQtine, worſhip, 
for unity of Religionin al! { _ —— frjaly uniced, 
| 4;; and diſcipline ; that both ng es —_— eafie, ſafe,and coma 
and injoy. the advantages of w _ re free cemmunian inall ho. 
fortable Goverament,the pou lea _ thnekere might beamgra 
ly excrciſes and duties of worſhip. rhe bloody practiſes of Pypiſts 
conſtant ſecurity of Ig Remonſtrare : ** That it is 
ance 2nd deceitfull errors of aw. i Jet looſe the golden reins of 
wcember, < far trom their purpoſe or de fe X Church to leave private per- 
bs. @ Diſcipline and Government of the _ - . 
* ſons, or particular vs ey BT end ifice,that there ſhould be 
& {ervice they pleaſe, buc dac hold it. —_— co that Order which 
ene the | nmr cn the word of Gog. They Pick 
- che Lawesinioy's, accord; kn. « hs at the ſervices whi 
4 - athe- preſence of che All-{ccing Deity, % A they 
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© they have been defirous to perform: to their! $Soveraien Lord 
© and King, and tothis Church and State, 4 providing for the 
& publick peace and profperity of his Maictticand'all his Realms, 
* robave been, and ſtill robe, the only end of all their Councels 
> *& Endeavours;wherin they baverefolved to continue freed, and 
| ©*inlarzed fromall private aimes, perſonall reſp«&s 07 paffions 
* whatſoever. They ofc mention their Proceftarion, taken by every -- -« 
Member of both Houſes, promiſing in the preſence 'of Almighty 
God, to defend his Maicſtic, and diſclaimrhe having any purpoſe 
ro offer the lcaſt violence © 2 his perſon, which hath, and cver ſhall 
be dear unto them. They declare ,* that they expe rhe help and 
*« affiſtance of Scotland, indefence of thecanſe, which it the Popiſh 
&« partic prevatle, muſt needs cither involye them irf the alteration 
* of Religion, which will be made here; or ing2ge them ina war a- 
< gainſt this Kiagdom, ro defend their own Religion ano Liberry,/n.chra., 
And then profcfſe before the everliving, God, rhe ſafery of Re-/a0d Pro- 
ligion, Laws, and Liberties in this, and 4 other his Maieſties do on 
| minions, to be the chicfe end ofall their Councels and Refoluti- world. 
ons, without any intention or deſire, to hurt or inturc his Mateſtie6+*- 
| either in his Perfon,or in his iuft power, That they rcſt aſſured both: 
| God and man will abhor and aborainatethat monſtrous and iniuri- —_— 
aus charge laid upon the Repreſentative bodie ofthis Kin dom,of 1: os 
| defigning the ruin, nor only of his MaieMes petfon, but onar-' 
' chy it{clf; and appcal roall the wotld; whether-worfe words then' 
| theſe can begiven them, a 
Theſe Declarations and ſotemn Engapemoects, were coxmuni- 
| eqte#rothe Kingdom of Scoetand,beforethey did joyn in wit witte 
the Houſes of Parliamete: Andalfo both Kingdonls emredinro'? 
| folemn Leagve and Covenant,for Reformation and defehice of Re- 
ligion : For uniformity inone Confeſſion of Faith;form of Church 
Government, Directory for worſhipand Catechifing, for extirpa-' 
tion of Popery, Prelacie, Superſtition, Hereſic,Sthiſtoe,profannes' 
and whatſoever ſhall be found contrary to ſound Do@rine, and the 
power of Godlines: For preſervation of the Rights acd priviledges* 
of Pazliamcnt, aud: libercics-of tho SubicRt :- For the- honour andi 
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£ happinetſ ofthe King and his poſterity ; and the peaceand ſafety 


of thele Kingdoms, _ 
lathe year 1646. Afrer the power and ſtrevgth of the Enemic 
was broken,the Houſe of Commons did upon the 17 of April pub- 


Houſe ef Jiſh a Declaration (which they likewiſe cauſed to be ſerup-and a- 
omons 
T 7-Aprit- 


fixe in every pariſh Church) whereinthey vindicate themſelves 
from ſeverall miſconftrucgipns, and:mil-repreſeatztions of their 
proceedings : As that they ſhogld have any intentions or defire,to 
makeuſe of the great ſucceſle God hath given them, contrary to 
their former profeſſions, or ro exceed or (werve from their | firſt 
aimes and principles inthe undertaking, this war : and to recede 
from the-ſolema-League and -Covenanc, and Treaties betwixt the 
Kingdoms, or to prolong theſe uncomfortable troubles, and blee- 
ding diſtraQtions, in ordertoalter the fundamearall conſticution 
and frame of this Kingdom, and to leave all Government in the 
Church looſe and unferted, and themſelves to exerciſe the ſame 
arbitrary power over the perſons and Eſtates of the SubieRs, which 
the preſcar Pacliament had thought fic toaboliſh, by graking away 


' the Star Chamber, High Commiſſion, and other arbicrary Courts, 


and the exorbirant power of the Councel Table. And further they 


declare, © That their true and reall intentions are, and their endea- '; 
' . ., **yqurs ſhallbe, co ſettle Religion in the parity thereof according 


&<rotheCovenant;and to maintain the anticnt and funuamenral con. 
« ſtjrurion and Goveramene of this Kingdom, by Xizg, Lords ,and 
Commons. . | 

In Novembery.1647. when a Petition was preſented to che Houſe 
of Commans, .ftileing them che(ſupreame Authoriry:of the Nati- 
on, .cogether with a prinred - paper annexed, Inticuled che' Agree- 
mentof the People, for a firme and preſent peace, upon grounds of 


commonTighr,) which agreement, as we have found upon peruſall | 


ef both) is the ſame for ſubſtance, with che agreement lately pub- 
Read pe Houſe of Comrnons did declare, rhatthe matrers'con- 
tained in thoſe papers, were deſtrutive to the b2ing of parliament, 
and rothe fundamentall Governnentof the Kingdome ; And ap- 
poynteda letter tobe weittento the Generall, co examine the 
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bly.ofthe Chutch of Scar/andapproved of by the States of Parlia- 


S#LO 
proceeding of that buſineſſe in the Army, and returne an account; - 
thereof to the Houſe. And when another petition directed tothe 
Supreame Authority of England, the Commons in Parliamenr 
aſſembled, was preſ:nted the 23. of the ſame Moneth, they voted 
that Petirion,a ſedirjous and contemptuousavowing,and prolecu- 
ting of the former petition-and paperannexed, 'Stiled an Agree 
ment of the people, formerly adjudged to be diftruQive tothe be- 
ing of Parliaments and fundamentall-government ofthe Kingdom,, 
and another letter was appoynred to be fentto the Generall, to 
take notice of his proceedings in the executionof amutinous per- 
ſon ( who was an abetrer of that agreement ) at the Randiſyouze, 
neere Ware, and to give himthankes forir, and deſire him to pro-, 
ſecute the examinarions of thar buſineſle, to the bartome, and to: 
bring ſach-guilty perſons as he ſhall thinke fir, :to condigne and, 
exemplary puniſhment, all which declarations, proceltarions,, 
Oathes, Covenants, and-ſolemin Ingagements, notwichſtanding we 
find to our great giefe,”wobder anda(toniſhment, aortray to. 
the dilcent and'proteftation of the/Kingdome of Scurſand,his Mas 
jeſtic is removed our of this life, by a viokent death, Fhat Orders 
are, publiſhed inprint, Entituled Atsof Parliament, prohibiting 
the proclaiming of the Prince'of Wales, King of theſe Kingdomes, 
that the Commons which 'now figat 'Weſtminſter, (after, many 
Members of that HouſtFheve been impriſoned; ſectvged by farce 
orneccflitated to withdraw, betauſe they cannot atas ina free 
Parliament ) have voted away the Kingly office, ang che Houſe of 
Lords, and claimethe authority ofaParliament, and-under col» 
Jour thereof, the Power of repealing all-Oathes of- Allegiance op. 
obedience whatſoever, even without exceprion -of the. Sokmn., 
leagve and Covenant, from which the: conſcience cannot be ab- 
folved byal!the powers-on earth; We ſee likewiſe trong endeas 

yours uſed, and reſolutions taken, to maintainea Licenfious liber- 
ty, and ungodly tolerarion, in matters of Religion,) As appeareth 

by a paper lately-publiſhed, commonly called an Agreement of the 
p<ople ) againſt which upon the 26th of Jaxnary laſt, wee did pre- 
ſent areſtimonie, from the Commiſionersof the General Aﬀem- 
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F. merit of tha Kingdome. If rht Hononreble Houſes of the Parlia. 


menr'of Englund, whe made- the Declaration and « ngag.. men a. 
torcſaid, ha ; ben pennt-<d to fitand act with ticedomwe, we know 
there wou:d-have beeneno: luck proceedings as we have already 
{eenc, nor eauſe tofeare ſuch dangerous cvills and tt1ange altcratte 
ONS aS are IOW catricd an by will and power. We may coofident- 
ly ay, dey would have been, moxe mindtull of cheirmany Decla, 
rerions, aftd the! Sotemn ve and;Covecnant ; and more ready * * 
tb hearkcH\ t6 the advice} ofcheir brethren of Scotland, 1nd how. + 
ever, no rtgat@hachbeen had by roſe who no.y rule, ro'what we 
have formerly ſaid, and ſowe have ſmall hopes, chat any great, 
notice hall betakenoftwhat weſhallfuprher ſay ; Yet in purſuance 
| dfrhr"inſtfaftions we bave redeved from the Parliament of Scots 
I[#>4, we hoid it our duti6rodefire,thayrhere may be no toleration 
of [dolatry; Papery,Pectacy,BlarefeeSeiſme or prophannes,thar ther 
be no change bf the ling: Lan | con ution and Government, / 


| iq Crowne of thicle 
domes - Bit ear by: = rele Houſesof Parte 
mie of; and ueIformity, Lhe ty be ſetle 
cone EEE ah, Dory or we pos 
| , the c r [i 
richiſtteimay beoſtabliſhed 2nd Title 
1 me 6 Log bor 
atis giveg.to 
| | ng :6f 
| ndinowichandingall © qa br 
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thcſe diſtrated Ciogingy, - ; __ 
24, Feb. 1648: x04 { debian, Te beſly.. "o$4 | F 


